THE COMMISSIONERS
same occasion the Austrian, concealed in a trench, perceived through a telescope a man in a three-cornered hat, whom he judged to be the Emperor. The Frenchman had the same telescopic glimpse, but, remaining till Napoleon's death, was privileged to see his remains. That is the whole record of their mission, "to assure themselves of his presence."
They had, therefore, a large balance of time to spend in interviewing and abusing the governor, to whom they were a torment, as implying a rival authority, and who treated them accordingly. He characteristically assured the Austrian that he had searched through Puffendorf, Vattel, and Grotius in vain to find a parallel to their position, or, he might have added, to his own. But this in no degree comforted those who wanted to see Napoleon, if only for a moment, and to whom that satisfaction was denied. They prowled round Longwood in vain, the Emperor maliciously observing them from behind his Venetian blinds, and sometimes sending out his suite to pick up news from them. But this again was by no means what the commissioners came for.
Once, indeed, Napoleon asked them, as private individuals, to luncheon; for he did not doubt that their curiosity would prevail over their etiquette and the constraint of the governor. The meal, indeed, would not have been a pleasant one, as he spent all the morning in preparing an elaborate appeal to them. But they never came. He waited till five o'clock, when an orderly brought a cavalier refusal from the Russian and the Austrian on the ground of les convenances. Montchenu sent no reply, though this must have been the occasion on which he is supposed to have sent the heroic reply: " Tell your master thatowed
